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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT

To: The Members of the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan 

Opinion 

We have audited the financial statements of the Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner, which comprise 
the statement of financial position as at March 31, 2022, and the statements of operations and accumulated surplus, 
changes in net debt, and cash flows for the year for the year then ended, and notes to the financial statements, 
including a summary of significant accounting policies. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of 
the Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner as at March 31, 2022, and the results of its operations, 
changes in its net debt, and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian public sector 
accounting standards. 

Basis for Opinion 

We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Our responsibilities 
under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
section of our report. We are independent of the Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner in accordance 
with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements in Canada, and we have fulfilled 
our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have 
obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.  

Responsibilities of Management and Those Charged with Governance for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in accordance with 
Canadian public sector accounting standards, and for such internal control as management determines is necessary 
to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error. 

In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the Office of the Information and 
Privacy Commissioner’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going 
concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless management either intends to liquidate the Office 
of the Information and Privacy Commissioner or to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so. 

Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the Office of the Information and Privacy 
Commissioner’s financial reporting process. 

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion. 
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance 
with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. 
Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could 
reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements. 

As part of an audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards, we exercise professional 
judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also: 

# Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error, 
design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and 
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from 
fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, 
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.  





2022 2021

Financial assets

Due from the General Revenue Fund $ 128,902 $ 156,584
Accounts receivable 1,077 -

129,979 156,584

Liabilities

Accounts payable 96,643 114,617
Accrued leave entitlements 33,336 41,967

129,979 156,584

Net debt (Statement 3) - -

Non - financial assets

Tangible capital assets (Note 3) 213,543 200,174
Prepaid expenses 10,573 10,079

224,116 210,253

Accumulated surplus (Statement 2) $ 224,116 $ 210,253

Contractual obligations (Note 8)

Statement 1

Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner
Statement of Financial Position

As at March 31

(See accompanying notes to the financial statements)



2022 2021

Budget Actual Actual
(Note 4)

Revenue
General Revenue Fund appropriation $ 2,297,000 $ 2,272,781 $ 2,225,251
Miscellaneous revenue - - -

Total Revenue 2,297,000 2,272,781 2,225,251

Expenses
Salaries and other employment expenses 1,785,000 1,712,839 1,617,809
Administration and operating expenses 90,640 79,246 132,931
Rental of space and equipment 332,900 303,007 317,475
Travel 10,919 2,124 580
Advertising and promotion 4,765 2,383 1,765
Amortization (Note 3) - 41,105 61,546
Contractual and legal services 72,776 118,214 68,418

Total Expenses 2,297,000 2,258,918 2,200,524

Operating surplus/(deficit) $ - 13,863 24,727

Accumulated surplus, beginning of year 210,253 185,526

Accumulated surplus, end of year (Statement 1) $ 224,116 $ 210,253

Statement 2

Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner
Statement of Operations and Accumulated Surplus

for the year ended March 31

(See accompanying notes to the financial statements)



2022 2021

Operating surplus/(deficit) $ 13,863 $ 24,727

Acquisition of tangible capital assets (Note 3) (54,474) (87,384)
Amortization of tangible capital assets (Note 3) 41,105 61,546

(13,369) (25,838)

(Increase) decrease in prepaid expense (494) 1,111

(13,863) (24,727)

Decrease (increase) in net debt    -    -

Net debt, beginning of year - -

Net debt, end of year (Statement 1) $  -    $  -    

for the year ended March 31

Statement 3

(See accompanying notes to the financial statements)

Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner
Statement of Changes in Net Debt



Cash from (used in) operating activities: 2022 2021

General Revenue Fund appropriation received $ 2,299,386 $ 2,125,331

Miscellaneous revenue received - -

Salaries paid (1,721,470) (1,597,522)

Supplies and other expenses paid (523,442) (440,425)

    Cash from operating activities 54,474 87,384

Cash used in capital activities:

Acquisition of tangible capital assets (Note 3) (54,474) (87,384)

    Cash used in capital activities (54,474) (87,384)

Increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents - -

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year - -

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year $ - $ -

Statement 4

Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner
Statement of Cash Flows

for the year ended March 31

(See accompanying notes to the financial statements)



1.      

2.      

(a)

(b)

Computer Hardware

Computer Software

Furniture and Equipment

Leasehold Improvements

(c)

3.     

Furniture Leasehold System Total Total

& Equipment Improvements Development 2022 2021

Cost, April 1 $                33,479 $                66,639 $              248,026 $              183,298 $              531,442 $           444,058 

Additions                  7,500                  8,118                38,856                54,474              87,384 

Disposals                           -                           -                           -                           -                           -                        - 

Cost, March 31                40,979                74,757              248,026              222,154              585,916           531,442 

Accumulated amortization,

  April 1                24,016                42,575              205,922                58,755              331,268 269,722

Annual amortization                  5,889                  4,580                  8,421                22,215                41,105 61,546

Disposals                           -                           -                           -                           -                           - -

Accumulated amortization,

  March 31 29,905 47,155 214,343 80,970 372,373 331,268

Net Book Value, March 31 $ 11,074 $ 27,602 $ 33,683 $ 141,184 $ 213,543 $ 200,174

The Office has an obligation to record a sick leave benefit obligation based on accumulated employee sick leave entitlements.   A liability for 

vesting or accumulating sick leave is recorded in the year the employee provides services in return for the sick leave benefits.  This liability is only 

recorded if it is expected to be significant to the organization.

Tangible Capital Assets 

Significant Accounting Policies

The Office is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in accordance with Canadian public sector accounting 

standards.  The Office maintains a system of accounting and administrative controls to ensure that accurate and reliable financial statements are prepared 

and to obtain reasonable assurance that transactions are authorized, assets are safeguarded, and financial records are maintained.  These statements do 

not include a Statement of Remeasurement Gains and Losses as the Office has no activities that give rise to remeasurement gains or losses.  As a result, the 

accumulated surplus is the same as its accumulated operating surplus.  The following accounting policies are considered to be significant.

Revenue

The Office receives an appropriation from the General Revenue Fund to carry out its work.  General Revenue Fund appropriations are included in 

revenue when amounts are spent or committed.  

Tangible Capital Assets

Tangible capital assets are reported at cost less accumulated amortization.  Tangible capital assets are capitalized when the purchase amount is at 

or above the thresholds noted below for each category and amortized on a straight-line basis over the indicated time period:

2022

Hardware & 

Software

System Development $1,500/10 years

$1,500 / 5 years

$1,500 / 5 years

$1,500 / 10 years

$1,500 / Lesser of remaining useful life or current lease term

Sick Leave Benefit Obligation

OFFICE OF THE INFORMATION AND PRIVACY COMMISSIONER

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2022

Authority and Description of Operations

The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (Act) states that the Lieutenant Governor in Council, on the recommendation of the Assembly, 

shall appoint an Information and Privacy Commissioner.  The Commissioner is an officer of the Legislative Assembly and is appointed by resolution.  The 

mandate of the Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner (Office) is to review Government decisions under the Act to ensure the protection of the 

public’s right to access records held or controlled by the Government and to ensure that personal information is only collected, used and disclosed according 

to the manner and purposes set out in the Act.



4.      Budget

5.     

6.      

7.      

8.      

9.      

10.    

  

On March 16, 2022, the Office signed an agreement for the rental of artwork covering the period March 15, 2022 to March 14, 2023.  Annual commitments 

under the signed rental agreement for fiscal 2022-23 is $1,679.

The amount appropriated for the year was $2,297,000.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused material disruption to businesses and has resulted in an economic slowdown. The Office continues to assess and 

monitor the impact of COVID-19 on its financial condition, including the likelihood of increased expenses as a direct result of this pandemic. During the 2021-

22 fiscal year, travel expenses were significantly reduced. 

Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic 

Pension Plan

The Office participates in a defined contribution pension plan for the benefit of its employees.  The Office's financial obligation of the plan is limited to 

making payments of 5% of employees' salaries for current service.  Pension costs are not included in the Office's financial statements as the costs are borne 

by other agencies (Note 6).

Contractual Obligations 

The Office signed a lease covering the period April 1, 2021 to March 31, 2026.  The estimated commitment for fiscal year 2022-23 under the signed lease 

agreement is $325,012.

The Office's financial instruments include Due from the General Revenue Fund, Accounts receivable, Accounts payable and Accrued leave entitlements.  The 

carrying amount of these instruments approximates fair value due to their immediate or short-term maturity.  These instruments have no significant 

interest rate or credit risk.

Financial Instruments

Costs Borne by Other Agencies

The Office has not been charged with certain administrative costs and employee benefit costs.  These costs are borne by the Legislative Assembly and the 

Ministry of Finance.  No provision for these costs is reflected in these financial statements.

OFFICE OF THE INFORMATION AND PRIVACY COMMISSIONER

These amounts represent funds approved by the Legislative Assembly to carry out duties under the Act.  The Office's expenditures are limited to the amount 

appropriated to it by the Legislative Assembly.  

Lapsing of Appropriation

The Office follows The Financial Administration Act, 1993  with regards to its spending.  If the Office spends less than its appropriation by March 31, the 

difference is not available to acquire goods and services in the next fiscal year.

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2022




